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THE 


EDITOR to the PUBLICK. 


HOU LD the Reader, on peruſing the fol- 
lowing Oration, be inquiſitive ſo as to call 
in queſtion the Originality thereof, I will in a few 
Words acquaint him, that the Manuſcript has 
by chance fallen into my Hands. I own, as 
to myſelf, I am very little ſollicitous concern- 
ing the Veracity, or Exactneſs of the Tranſla- 
tion from the Original Tongue, few being greatly 
Maſters thereof, or whether the Tranſcriber may 
have varied from it; or if he imagined he ſhould 
improve it, by adding ſomewhat of his own, is 
as indifferent to me. So as it is, without fur- 
ther Apology, the Publick is welcome to. If 
ſome Parts therein ſhould any way ſeem to atly 
with any Parts of our Practice here, let the Rea- 
der conſider, that Countries and Men do not fo 
greatly differ, as ſome may imagine, which is 
confirm'd by the [talian Proverb, Tuto il mundo 
e paeſe e li homini ſono cofi, coſi, The Author, 
being a Perſon of Reading, and a good Cor- 
reſpondence with the learned World, could not 
well be unacquainted with the Thoughts or Wri- 
tings of Dr. Pitcairn herein mention'd ; more 
eſpecially he having once been Profeſſor at Ley- 
den, where our Author might allo have been. 
Neither can it well be imagined, but that he may 
be acquainted with the noted Univerſities, which 
he likewiſe ſpeaks of, viz. thoſe in particular of 
O and A; whether the Orthography 
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(iv). 
of theſe be juſt or not, '*acgording to his Lan- 
guage, 1s what muſt be left to the Critics to de- 
termine. As to Mrs. Stepbens, he likewiſe men- 
tions, it is reported, that the Stiffenss are the 
noted Wiſe Witches in all that Country (*tis likely 
they are the ſame Family) and that they there. uſe 
the ſame Medicine with Succeſs, owing perhaps 
to their Superiority of Knowledge. As to Tar. 
Water, here alſo ſpoken of, that you know is 
the proper Product of that Country; fo univer- 

ſally known, and uſed by all the penetrating 
wiſe Wizards, either of Church or State, in all 
that vaſt Tra of Land. As to the particular 
Situation of Linden, where this Qzatian was firſt 

ronounced, I do not find it fo much as to be 
Faid down in any of our common Geographical 
Maps, ſo very deficient and u inted are our 
Geographers with that Country, -whither it be ſi- 
tuated in Swediſh or the Daniſh Lapmark, or on 
the Confines betwixtboth, or as-yet on the moſt 
Northern Coaft of the Daniſh, waſk'd by that 
vaſt Septeytriongl Ocean, which ſurrounds [ce- 
land, and waſhes Greenland, is what I am as 
yet to learn. It ſeems unneceſſary here to ſay 
any further than that ſome have been ready 
to regard this Performance, as fomewhat ſatyn- 
cal on moſt, not only of the Profeſſion of Phy- 
ſick, but on Mankind in general. The Reader 
will judge of it as he thinks proper. Yet it ſo 
thought to be, I will only beg leave to ſay, that 
it appears not altogether thus to me, nor any way 
near ſo univerſal, as many others; ſuch as Lu- 
cian, Juvenal, the Emperor Julian, Eraſmus on 
Folly, Rablais, Don Quixote and Quevedo, But- 
ler's Hudibras, Rocbfocault, and La Briere's 
Characters. 4 
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7⁰ all 1 A Nobility, Gentry, con- 
2 to Young and Old; the Great, 
er Vulgar, ns re oy mall. 


\HE preſent uncommon, and inter- 
eſting Subject, it is to be hoped, 
may prove agreeable to you. The 
practice of Phyſick, uſually term'd, Bad 


Practice, has been much cry'd out againſt; 


nay, it has, with ſome (poſſibly over-cau- 


tiouſly) been avoided, by a timorous, and 


over-wary Kind of Practitioner 83 becauſe, 
forſooth, they imagine the Patient may 
otherwiſe linger, or ſuffer a little more, 


than, d 7 ale a Neiclur Method. 


But do they adjetouſly conſider the wiſe 


Mriter, who well obſerves, that n much 
Knowledge there ir much Sorrow: ſo 


much Sorro] (tho from ill Practice) pro: 


duces great Experience: and much Know 
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(2) 
ledge; than which, what can be more 
deſirable ? * 


Do you likewiſe prudently conſider, that 
in not ſoon attaining an over-eaſy and a 
haſty Recovery, you from thenceforward 
become more cautions, in avoiding the 
Exceſſes of an extravagant, luxurious, 
libertine, or indulgent Life, which may 
have been the Cauſe of ſuch your fire ſome 
Malady. 


You are thus indeed prompted tt ſtudy, and 
to take more eſpecial Care of your Health 
for the future. If greatly expenſive (be- 
ſide the general Benefit to others) you thus 

become a better Oeconomiſt, (tis likely) 
more thoughtful alſo, conſequently more 


We. 


An eaſy, and ſpeedy Cure, goes off 
ſo light, fo ready, and is fo quickly 
over, that it is ſtarce minded: You have 
no manner of Caution thus, of falling 
again into the like Diſorder, it ſeems 
in reality nothing, has been 1d Suffer- 
ing, ſcarce any Inconveniency, little or 19 
Charge, and as /ittle Credit to the Phyli- 
cian. Whereas the foreſaid Method, being 
long and tedious, proves not only profita- 


ble, but greatly cred;table to the Prattt- 
tioner, as well as the particular Bene- 
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fit of all attending, or concern'd in. the 
Cure, &c. 


And yet further; you muſt ſurely know, 
that we were not meerly born for ou, owmn 
ſetves Indulgence only, but even for the 
Uſe, Benefit, and Advantage of others. 
Do you as yet maturely call to mind, that 


many of the braveſt, and moſt heroic of 


Mortals, have couragcouſly ſacrificed them- 
ſelves (fo to die) for the Public Good 2 
Can any of you then think much; and 
begrudge the Suffering ſomewhat for ſuch 
a noble End? Humanely, conſider there- 
in the great Good you do, ſince from 
the *Dzsburſements you are at, the Coi- 
nage thus circulates, as originally in- 
tended ; fo it is your Phyſician, Surgeon, 
Apothecary, Nurſe, Chymiſt, Druggiſt, 
conſequently Merchants ſubſiſt; and in fine, 
thus it paſſes through the whole Glove. 


Tis true indeed, that you in particular, 
of the Univerſities of Ot and KA, 
do naturally, and in the moſt friendly Man- 
ner agree, much rather to chooſe, and em» 
ploy, your old Fellow Students and Aj/o- 
ciates, your familiar Chumns, and Bottlc- 


Companions, of cither Place, than any 


elſe, without over-ſcrupulouily examining 
into the Matter, of more or leſs Kno- 
ledge, (a Cuſtom well known in our Kinz- 
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dom) thus readily confidering it, a Trade 
to be learn d, as that of making a Pair 
of Shoes. Nor matters it much, fay 
you, tho yours may be ſomewhat clumſily 
made, or otherwiſe if not altogether fo 
firong, they will do, he's your Friend, 
cry you, nor is it loſt that a Friend gets. 
Perhaps roo rig your Intereſt. Should you 
as yet want a Pair of Dancing Shoes, you 
can have them of a 7zcer, or a more faſbion- 
able Shoe-maker, as Occaſion requires. 
Yet tis true, you may readily obſerve, in 
behalf of your Fellow Collegiate, that 
he's quite a la Mode, and far better at this 


laſt Sort, than at the more durable, ſtrong, 
and well laſting. 


It may as yet be found abſolutely necef- 
ſary, that ſome of thoſe in the greateſt 
Vogue, and Practice, ſhould ſometimes be 
ſent for, and that from a great Variety of 
weighty Reaſons, to wit, as being the firſt 
Movers ; ſecondly, their orthodox Prac- 
tice and Opinions, ſcarce to be diſputed, 
whoſocver dares to attempt it, will be 
conſider'd as a Heretic; in a word, their 
Opinions are regarded to be as unal- 
terable, as the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians ; their Knowledge and Fudgment 
being allow'd preferable to any, all ever 
the Land; conſequently, that which 
every one ſays, muſt be true. Thus if 


hap- 
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happily bleſs d, with any of theſe 79 at- 
tend you, no one can find fault; and 
ſhould the Patient even rezzre from this 
troubleſome World, though under their 
vigilant Care, it will be allow'd by all, 
you have done your Duty, no more could 
be done; tis quite faſhionable likewiſe, 
and ſo all remain contented: if more 
expenſrue, tis much more honourable. But 
ſhould it as yet ſo happen, that the Patient 
ſtill lives, and that the Recovery from 
the Malady proves tedious, or no Cure 
perform'd, 'tis nevertheleſs greatly com- 
mendable, to have ſo good an Authority. 
The Pharmacian alſo chooſes, or recom- 
mends ſuch, preferable to any elſe (tho' 
ever ſo knowing) becauſe in /o dozng, who 
can blame him? The common Practi- 
tioner, likewiſe appears to reap. his Ad- 
vantage, by having ſuch very noted Per- 
ſon call d in; ſince tho even right before, 
and that now the Method be alter d to 
quite the contrary, yet this Practitioner's 
Doings ſhall moſt . f complaiſantly, 0 
and openly be approved of, as good Po- | 
licy diftates, if the ſaid firſt continues; 11 
altho as to what may be hinted in private | 
(behind Backs) or the Patient ing, that's 
not to the purpoſe; further than, even 
when dead, the firſt has this approved Au- 
thority, a firm Reed to rely on. But i 
the Malady proves tedious, and backward 
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in the Cure, from this contrary Practice, 
as has been ſaid; fill there is the pro- 
per Sauition given, the former Practitio- 
ner reaps more Profit, as well as Credit 
and Reputation ; whilſt it is, no Diſadvan- 
tage to the Phar macopoliſt, and Nature, 
at laſt, getting the better (in fpite of all) 
the Patient is now alſo refoiced, and ſo all 
remain pleaſed, and fully ſatisfied. 


But it may not be improper, I ob- 
ſerve from what Cauſe this Frequency 
of ſpeaking ſo very ill of bad Practice 
may principally arz/e. Firſt then, we will 
ſuppoſe bad Practice to proceed from meer 
Ignorance, otherwiſe no duc Know- 
ledge of the Nature of a Malady ; of whonv 
then can we, with reafon, judge more 
favourably, than of an Innocent, with- 
out any 1 Deſign? Nay, the Law, 
would at worſt, ſcarce allow it to be 
ſo much as Chance Medley. Now, if as 
yet we are willing to allow the great Un- 
certainty there is, in many Parts of Phy- 
fick, why ſhould we not admit that ſuch a 
Practitioner may, by good luck, hit of the 
Cure, which another, tho generally more 
knowing, might have miſſed ; and thus, in 
ſome meaſure, they are in many Caſes 
to be put upon an Equality. 


(9) 


Let us ſtill further obſerve the great 
Uncertainty there is, in the Nature and 
Cauſe of many Ailments, that ſome, if not 
moſt of our learned Sciolt in higheſt Vogue, 
ſcarce approve of properly ſtating an in- 
tricate Caſe, ſo to give their Opinion 
when thoroughly examined into, having 
well conſider d it, and fully to have rea- 
ſoned thereon. I doubt, without this, in 
their Hurrying way, it will not prove 
much better than a Species of groping or 
gueſs Work (as too often complain'd of 3) 
conſequently the innocent Practitioner 
may have as good a Chance 70. play at 


Blind Man's- Buff as they. If he happens 


to go wrong, ſo may they; the Patient 
ſtill has Comforts, as above, if our inno- 
cent Practitioner happens to Hit right, the 
Patient then has he Cure he wifh'd for. 


Tis true, there are a ſecond Sort, 
whole Practice may perhaps be ſuſpected to 
be of the mixed Kind; that is to fay, 
partly Innocence, if not to be call d Igno- 
rance, tho accompanied with a good deal 


of Shew of pompous Knowledge, whether 


always intending the beſt, or ſometimes a 


little Deſign alſo, is what we pretend 
not to determine, but hope the beſt. It 
happens however, they commonly ap- 
pear not oyer-anxious to be ſpeedy in the 
| — | Curc 
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Cure, not extreamly back ward in ordering 
of an All- ſufficiency of Phyſick; not ſlug- 
giſhly to attend and obſerve what kind Na- 
ture of herſelf inclines to do, but rather 
chooſe to be before-hand, and point out to 
her what ſhe ſhould do. Yet I would wil- 
lingly, favourably imagine the Whole, ra- 
ther to be ſome Defect of a proper Fund 
of true Knowledge, than from any ævari- 
cious Inclination; however that be, it 
will be theſe, no doubt, who will acquire 
the moſt Riches: And it will be thoſe 
likewiſe, who will certainly beſt ſatisfy the 
ailing Part of Mankind, as well as their 
Friends; for, even tho' wrong, ſach will 
be apt to jndge i it right; nothing, ſay they, 
more can be done, we are at the Ne plus 
ultra. 


I might, tis true, here add a third Kind, 
to Wit, thoſe of great Knowledge and In- 
tegrity : Theſe, no doubt, from many good 
Reaſons, will find the leaſt lucrative Ac- 
count in their Procedure, where the Mala- 
dy is ſoon cured; for the Patient will be 
apt to judge, the Premium he gives, tho 
ſmall, ig tos much, that it was but a flight 
Affair, ſcarce worth the minding. Neither 
will the Vender of the Medicines find his 
Account in ſuch way of doing, and con- 
ſequently will not highly commend the 
Practice; in fine, no one will be thoroughly 
pleaſed here with. I 


) 

vill now ſuppoſe a Phy ſician to direct a 
Patient to uſe he cold, or warm Bath, 
Cupping, Bleeding, or Riding, Dyet 
only, or to adviſe him patiently to attend 
phe Effetts of Nature for ſome time, ra- 
ther than running into uncertain Means, 
by a Varicty of Medicines; Who would, I 
ſay, be much ſatisficd with any ſuch bald 
Advice? Who will alſo think it well 
worth the paying for, as indeed, it may 
truly deferve ? Nay farther, tis odds if 
much heed be given thercto, or that they 
haye any Dependance thereon, and as likely 
that they immediately ſend for another, 
whoſtraight directs Medicines in plenty; and 
in going on ſo for Weeks, or ſome time, 
tho" the Patient be not much better, yet 
perkaps ſomewhat ſeemingly ſo, they will 
then be moſt ready, to ta/k greatly of ſuch 
extraordinary Recovery; even tho' in re- 
ality, from Change of Weather, or ſome 
other unthought for Cauſcs, which may yet 
have been the principal Agents. In this man- 
ner, zf zs, that Mako? in general choo/? 
to be treated, whate'er they may in com- 
mon Converſation pretend to the contrary. 
They being certainly moſt apt to judge and 
think well of ſuch Method; thus gravely 
imagining, they are beſt taken care of, when 
Variety, and a good Store of Phylick 
is induſtriouſiy order d in. They are ready 
allo thus to conſider the Difficulty far 
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greater, than when done in a plain, eaſy 


manner, by more ſimple Means. The 
foreſaid Way then, with a due Form and 
Elegance in the Methodus Præſtribendi, 
is truly the Pomp, nay, it proves indeed 
to be the very Eſſence of the preſent 
Practice. 


Thus in general you are charm'd, and 

Highly delighted, with great and extrava- 
gant Promiſes, nay modeſtly you hope at 
leaſt ſome Part may prove true (it is but 
trying 3) ſo even at laſt, when tryd, and 
if ſtill in the oe Condition, you are ne- 
vertheleſs inclinable to farter yourſelves, 
that you are ſomewhat mended : and this 
is very particularly obſervable in Diſorders 
of the Eyes, where they generally try, and 
try, perhaps, at the ſame time, fancying 
themſelves o mend, until the little Glim- 
mering which remain d is quite extingniſb- 
ed. But of this a Word or two more here- 
after. 85 


Mankind chooſe, and are greatly fond 
of flattering themſelves, more eſpecially 
the weaker Part of the human Species, 
very few being able to bear or ſuffer plain 
Truths. They like to be decetved in moſt 
things, particularly in that which any way 

 ſooths their perſonal Intereſts, or is any 
way tending to comfort them; to talk of 
Betterneſs 
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Betterneſs in Aſfliction, is ſeldom dif 


keeps us all alive. 


The hyfkeric and hypochondriac Diſdor- 


ders, or all thoſe labouring under ſuch 
Complaints, plainly demonſtrates to you 
the Truth here advanced, you cannot but 
clearly obſerve, how very faſhionable, a- 
greeable, and moſt acceptable the Dram 
Kind of Medicines are; fo wit, thoſe, 
which are commonly term'd to give Spirzts, 


that is, ſuch as relieve a little for the pre- 
ſent. Whereas, ſhould any Attempt be 


made, by gently endeavouring to take em 
off from ſuch Practices gradually, as well 
as by the Regulation of proper Dyet, &c. 
they would forthwith conclude ſuch a Phy- 


| fician only fit for the Devil. 


This notable Mileh Cow, when duly at- 
tended to, and carefully managed, is an 
excellent Article; without which, Practice 
would greatly ſuffer, ſhould any reform- 
ing, auſtere, idle Schemiſt, from his great 
Pretence to Knowledge, Honeſty, and In- 
tegrity (tho perhaps full as much owing 
to his Indolence and Lazineſs, or to a De- 
ficiency of ready Invention) ſhould he at- 
tempt Alteration he would be miſtaken. 
We will now ſuppoſe, that this uncomplai- 


fant Practitioner orders little or no Phy- 


C2 ſick, 


agreeable. It is that ſoothing Hope, which 
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(12) 
ſick, but talks of Exerciſe in general, as of 
Riding, of Dyet, to have Patience, and 
wait Change of Weathey, or Seaſon, in- 
ſtead of inſtantly preſcribing ſpiritous Cor- 
<als and hyſterie Medicines, to give ſome 
immediate Relief; the Complainant will 
judge very meanly of any ſuch Phyſician, 
and will, no doubt, directly fend to ſome 
other Practitioner, who will take care ro 
pleaſe him 77 his own way. A diſſatisfy d 
Patient inclines 0 be ſooth d, and to have 
Aſſiſtance plentifully offer d him, and that 
in the medicinal way, what clic may be 
advanced, will only be regarded as [2no- 
rauce. It matters not, tho the Medicine 
order'd relieves but for a few Moments, 
the oftner he better. But beſides what is 
here ſaid, tis even certain likewiſe, that 
ſome thus affifted, are in reality often 
Worſe, than they in truth are imagin d to 
be; of which the true Canſe is not to be 
found ; but do frequently prove the Reality 
of ſuch Complaints, by ſoon after making 
their fnal Axit. Thus ſuch, ill leſs than 
the former, are abt to be ſatrisfy'd ; but by 
a great /arjety of Druggs order d in, 
whether more or lets uſefu!. Let them toc 
to that. | 4 5 
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Now, whicn the Patient is but little, or 
no way mcnded, by all that ſuch Practi- 
tioners may haye directed, that he begins 
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ta tire, and the Doctor has but ſmall, if 
any further Hopes of recovering or render- 
ing him any better; then, leſt the Patient 
ſo tired out, ſhould be inclin'd to trying 
for other Help elſewhere, the Doctor 
ſtraight adviſes him to go into the Country 


(if not abroad) as to Bath, or to ſome 


other ofthe medicinal Wells (where he rea- 
dily has a Correſpondent) adviſing at the 
ſame time, that the rural Doctor do cor- 
xeſpond and write to him, if neceſſary, 
which the Phyſician at the ſaid Wells may 
occaſionally do; ſo the Patient is {till thus 
ſecured from others. But above all, it 
ſeems not here improper, I ſhould take 
ſome notice of that very much cry d-up 
Method, now ſo greatly in uſe, of ſending 
Patients out of Town to the Sea there to 
bathe and drink Saltwater, when the 
Practitioners in Town cannot do any thing 
elſe effectual, by Medicine. This is in- 
deed a Practice very much uſed, and greatly 
adviſed of late by ſome of our Phyſicians 
and Surgeons, in greateſt Vogue: Whe- 
ther much to their Credit or not, I muſt 
leave to the more-knowing Part of the Pro- 
feſſion to determine. What matters it rea- 
ſoning (ſay they) their Patients have thus 
recovered. Well, and what then? which, 
however, I ſeldom attribute to the Cauſe of 
drinking the Salt-wH²ater (beſides that many 
have ſo died) but at beſt has not Nature 
des ner Boas Wes ages on 


i 
* 
4 
3 
"t 
| 


(24) 
often got the better at laſt, or even with 
the ute only of the /crpleſt Means? | Yer 
lay ing aſide the Conſideration of a Journey, 
and that of Air, as well as Change of Dyer, 
with bathing in Mater only, what can ſuch 
imagine that there is in Salt-wmater, which 


Nitre, or Salt and Water, will not fall as 
well anſwer, either to drink or bathe in? 


But ſtill, if as yet they rely ſo very much 


on their Sea- water, I would then acquaine 
them, that Dyet, Air, Water, Exerciſe 
and Bathing, will cure moſt, if not all Ma- 
tadies, incident to the Human Body; and 
then indeed there will be no great Occaſion 


for them, ſince there will be an End of 


ali their medicinal Practice, as well as the 
medicinal or curative Part of Surgery. 
However, let all theſe fine Practices be as 
they will, youcannot, my very good Friends, 
Countrymen, and Patrons, but plainly 

cetve, that they are extremely in jth 
You muſt alſo evidently obſerve, that Man- 
kind are wonderous fond of all ſuch domps 
(at leaſt for a-while) are highly captrvated 
with all ew Concerts : What ſhall I then 
fay, but to leave all ſuch Patients and their 
Tutors, fully wrapt up, in their own Hap- 
pineſs and Knowledge : They are pleaſed 
you fee 3 ſo ought I; let them then go on, 


* 


aud proſper. 


And 


o 
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And now, I know not, whether you 
Mfyn't as yet expect that I ad A word er 
two on Mania and\Melantholy; or of Mad- 
neſs in general, albeit % Field ſeems ful! 
large; ſince all appears to be but Jeſ$ or 
more ſo, differing only in Degrees ; more 
eſpecially if Cirero is to he minded, when 
he Tays, dtwu/torum plena ſunt omnia. The 
Frenth have a Provetb Chacun 4 [on vere- 
eoquin en Tere. St. Paul ſays, Corinth. i. 
3. The Wiſtom of this World is Foolifh- 
ne with God. And again, in another 
Part, he ſays; Too much Learning: makes 
thee wad. Mr. Dryden hints ſomewhat 
to - the like purpoſe, in ſpeaking of the 
greateſt Men, when he ſays, | - 


Great Wits to Madmen ſurely arc ally'd, 
And thin Partitions dotheir Bounds divide. 


Eraſmus,inhis Moria Encominm,confiders 
all Men as foolifh, i. e. mad. If fo then, or 
that there is any thing in theſe Opinions, 
Phyſiciatis likewife muſt confequently be 
more ot leſs nau allo, as well as the reſt of 
the humun Species. However that be, thoſe 


more particularly diſtinguiſhed for mad 


DoFors, are ſuch as are the moſt approved 
for the Cure of this Malady. Now as to 
the general Cure uſed by fitch, it is well 
enough known, to wit, that of ſfrong Vo- 
mmting aud Purging, plentiful Bleeding, 


as well as Bliſtering, with great Store of 


reiterated 


(16) 

reiterated Drubbings. How much any 
further Knowledge may be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, is what I will not here pretend to 
determine. But if this be all (as has before 
now been hinted even by ſome ſuch Pa- 
tients) the Buſineſs ſurely is 20 way dif- 
ficult. And yet there is, fis ſaid, in St 
ſhire, one who originally was a Shoe-ma- 
ker, once a Patient in this way, who be- 
ing cured by a skilful Female, with the 
uſe of Hellebore, he ſoon thereafter prac- 
tiſed on others, as a Doctor, with this 
fame Root, mixd with Tartar Emetic : 
by which means he acquir'd a conſiderable 
Fortune; which Method, no doubt, is 

ſtill eaſter than the former. Now if ſuch 
Practitioner ſhould come to this Town, 
you would ſurely imagine yourſelves very for- 
tunate. In ſhort, ſhould any one propoſe 

ftill milder Means, ſuch as that of Sweat- 
ing, Bathing, a well-choſe Dyet, Airing, 

and Exerciſe, as well as proper Company 

or Converſation ; it would ſurely be look'd- 

upon as extremely idle, to advance anyſuch- 

like Doctrine; ſince the foregoingPrac- 

tice is ſo very much approved, and that you 

all conclude, Mad Doctors are far the bet 

Judges; indeed, if never cured, ſome may 

reap great Benefit by their remaining un- 

cured. Thus it is you are thoroughly /a- 

tisfied, and in this manner it is you wil- 

lingly go on according to Uſe and es 

an 


(67 
ay it would be the hig heſt 
Madneſs to diſputelit, and not to leaye 
yaw to 98 on, 5 to enjoy your own Wa): 


1 may not e amiſs, 1 as yet advance a 
word ortwo-of what we term Bold Prac- 
tice, which has in theſe, as well as in moſt 
Ages, made great Noiſe i in the World, too 
often the Idol of the unthinking, and more 
ignorant Part of Mankind; who are, no 
doubt, the far greateſt Number. 


Maladies in general arc relieved, or 
cured, by Evacuations. Dr. Pitcairn 
ſeems to be in doubt firſt, at leaſt, on his 


ſetting out with Mathematics) whether all 


Evatuations by the different Secretions be 
not equivalent to cach other (proportion- 
ably to the Quantity of Humours thrown 
off) for the Cure of Maladies in general. 
Be that as it will, the buſy Practitioner we 
here ſpeak of, daringly ventures, Bleed- 
ings and Purging, without the lea Fear, 
or Heſitation; if one or two large 
Blecdin s do not anſwer, four, five, or 
ten may this, with many powerful Ca. 
thattirs, will ſurely make ſome Alteration 
in the animal Oeconomy ; and the Paticnt 


may thus readily find himſelf eaſter, by the 


like extravagant Fruacruation (from a 
Malady occafion'd by his former Pleni- 
tude) from whence Tumefattion, Tnflam- 

D _ mation 
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mation or 'Tumonr, occaſioning Pain might 
ariſe, and is conſequently thus relie ved. 
As to what particular Diſorders, Dangers 
or lingering Ailments, may follow ſuch 
Practice, is not here ſo much neceſſary 0 
be examined. The Paticnt now finding 
_ himſelf with % Pain, will readily con- 
clude, that hzs Phyſician has thus wonder- 
fully relieved him, beyond what others could 
or would have done, who were not ſo dar- 
ing. In a word, he, and his Friends will 
be well ſatisfied. And if as yet long weak, 
and ailing, with a tedious Recovery, when 
at laſt better, and judged to be tolerable 
well, it will then be conſidered as a moſt 
19 7 or Cure. But if with a ſtrong na- 
tural Fabrick, ſuch Operations do ſoon 
relieve and recover him, it is then agrecd to 
be moſt extraordinary. Yet ſhould the Pa- 
tient, on the other hand, be weakly, even 
ſo as laſtly to expzre, by ſuch a com- 
mon applauded Method, he would then be 
allow'd to have been incurable. 


More particularly to confirm theſc 
Hints, ſhould ſome of you imagine they 
ſuit any one particular Perſon thought 
to be a bold Practitioner, tis pre- 
ſumed, it will ſuit the bo/deſ# or moſt 
raſh, the beſt, whoſocyer that be, or in- 
deed, all, who practice in this manner. 


Not withſtanding what may here bc we: 
c 


„ a 
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teſt it be applied to any one (who may be 
imagin d to deſerve it) though not di- 
realy ſo intended: I muſt, then add, that 
ſome ſuch, generally look d on in this 
Light, do readily reply, That in a particu- 
lar Caſe, when properly ſtated, it is not to 
be. conſidered as 60/4 Practice, becauſe, 
tis ſaid, the Caſe requires it. To this I 
anſwer, that F requiſite then, it is not 
here meant as a bold and improper Prac- 
tice. I well know, that, according to Hip- 
pocrates *, extraordinary Maladies require 
extraordinary Cures ; but then it ſeems 
well to have it duly approved by others. I 
know likewiſe, that Hippocrates has ſome- 
times bled ad Anim. Deliq. but that ſeems - 
only to have been for once and away zn an 
extraordinary Caſe, not by frequent reite- 
rate Bleedings : beſides that Fainting Fits 
do not always proceed from Largeneſs of 
the Bleeding. 


What is here obſerved then, not being 
intended for any particular Perton, it 7s a 
Coat cut out, for whom it moſt properly 
fits. If our Criticiſm e fuſt, let them #4 
mend; if otherwiſe, it muſt fall to the | 
Ground. Now as this, I /ay, is not meerly | 
meant to any one particular, I ſhall then far- | 


* Eg d rd toyara VoHpara: 0! irate JrpaTeia | 
is AK vdr Hippoctat. Aphoriſm. 6. i, 
| | D 2 ther 


(ese) 
ther obſerve, that one, a Branch of the Pro- 
feſſion, being ill of a pleuritic or rheumatic 
Fever, aP? t (tho now no more] with 
three or four other extraordinary Practi- 
tioners, agreed in ſome 5 or 6 Weeks, to 
reiterated Bleedings of the Patient, to the 
Amount of 120 Ounces 3: which, I own, 
I ſhould be apt to conclude to be bold Prac- 
tice. This Patient, however, tis true, re- 
covered, that is for a few Weeks, at which 
time I obſerved to him, that I had not 
often ſeen great Succeſs from any ſuch 
Method, whether as to the Length of time 
in Recovery, or if they ever. did. How, 
Sir, (aid this Patient, are you againſt bleed- 


ing? No, ſaid I, when moderately uſed. 


In fine, he fell ill again in about 3 Weeks 
time thereafter, and then died. Never- 
theleſs I ſay, (though of the Profeſſion) he 
thought himſelf well taken care of, and for 
all that was hinted to him, remain d ſatiſ 


fed. 


Nay I have known a feyeriſh Diſpoſition, 
accompanicd with a general Thruſh, thus 
alſo: treated with Bleedings and Purgings, 
and when ſo generally diſappearing, 
had the Aphthæ in Throat and Mouth, 
and- then has again been bled and purged 
for ſeveral times together, till at laſt, the 


Patient, naturally ſtrong, eſcap'd with Life, 


and tho' cven of the Profeſſion, is ready 


tO 


| 
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to applaud Tuch Practice. What ſhall one 
ſay then in few words, but that No Carrion 
kills a Crow ; and that if this be good, and 
ſafe Practice ( contradifting Nature) the 
whole Practice of Phyſick is thus to be com- 
prehended into a very narrow Space. 


However, if the Practice in general of 
exceſſive Bleeding and Purging here hinted, 
be judged as more applicable to any one 
Particular, and conſcquently conſidered in 
that Light, and that ſuch Practitioner has 
led up, or more eſpecially renewed and im- 
prov d this methodical Dance, it is ſurely 
much approvd of, ſince not only by Pa- 
tients, but from all I can obſerve, even by 
the moſt noted of the Profeſſion, and con- 
ſequently the Generality of the reſt, who, 
in like manner following the Example, 
do all much confirm and highly approve the 


_ fame. Thus readily running into 2% like 


Dance, and all following %is firſt Lead- 
er in ſuch Practice, whilſt perhaps they 
may be ſneering, or making diladvantageous 


Inſinuations of ſuch, when at the ſame time 


they are applanding themſelves and their 
own Prattice, according to Uſe and Cuf- 
tom, tho very little differing from the former. 


And naw. whilſt I am on the Sub- 
ject of rheumatic, pleuritic, or gouty Diſ- 
orders, it will not be improper I tay a word 

Or 
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or two more on that Subject, eſpecially on 
Rheumatiſm, or Gout, of which there are 
various Opinions and Diſtinctions, Men 
commonly making great Difference be- 
twixt them (as well as in Appellation) with- 
out knowing why, or wherefore : Since all 
the ſame Humour, appearing in different 
Parts only, and ſo it is that different 
Names are accordingly uſed. There are as 
yet another Sort of Curers, of ſuch /ike 
Ailments, to wit, by means of a Sort of 
Noſtrum. Such then, even the very 
beſt of that kind, we ſhall eaſily allow 
more ſuddenly to carry off ſuch Humour and 
Malady, than otherwiſc it would by Nature 
have done. Yet I imagine it muſt at the 
ſame time be allow'd (ſince moſt obvious 
to all who pretend to obſerve in this way) 
that tho Hus relieved from Pain, yet they 
do frequently and very remarkably find the 
bad Conſequences thereof, more eſpecially 
thoſe advanced in Tears. To confirm 
which, I will ſuppoſe the Humour (by Na- 
ture) to be thrown on ſome particular 
Organ or weak Part of the Patient, ſuch 
as the Lungs, the urinary Paſſages, or the 
Extremittes, as the Hands or Feet (now 
grown weak) the Humour, or ſome Part 
thereof, being ſtrongly ſhifted by powerful 
Ewvacuators, if not thus ſuddenly thrown 
to the Stomach, Head, or ſome other 
noble Part, has been found in Aſthma (cl- 
6. pal | pecially 
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peclally where Nature is weak) that the ſaid 
Humour or ſome Part thereof has by ſuch 
means becn changed, or been ny, ayer 
with a Dropſy, "when the Patient was be- 
come greatly weakened. So on curing 
Stone and PE as by the Uſe of Mrs. 
Stephens's Medicine, they have ſoon there- 

after died of A ſbma, which ſcems thus to 
be accounted for; that by ſuch an exceſſive 
Uſe of the like lubricating, diluting and 
diuretic Medicines, the common urinary 
Paſſages have been thus ſo dilated and wi- 


dened, as that this ſame glary, ſiæy Humour 


daily renewed in Old ge by Aliment, as 
well as /eſs Exerciſe, it readily then flops 


or falls on ſome other weak and narrow 


Parts and Paſſages, by which the Paticnt 
is brought to his final Exit. Now whether 
he might ſtill have /ived longer with that 
Malady, where Nature firſt choſe to place 
ſuch Humour, and by the Uſe of gentle 
Means ( only for Relief ) there lies the 
Queſtion ? Neverthelc(s, it is but too plain, 
that Mankind ſcek for the preſent Cure, and 
are ſtill highly detighted with all daring 
Means, and particularly with all that ſa- 
vours of Noſtrum, or ſuch like Methods of 
Practice. 


The famous Feminine Practice for the 
Stone and Gravel, that fo very noted Me- 
dicine of Mrs, Stephens, ſo memorably 
| ſought 
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| ſought after, and / very highly approved 
by the Learned 5. 95 NE Lee, ch by 
the Preſident (at that time) of the Royal 
College of Phyſicians of London, together 
with its Cenſors, the Approbation and At. 
teſtation of ſuch no doubt, would occaſion 
a great number of Followers of the Profeſ- 
fion, as well as others, How very much it 
was then valued is ſufficiently known, 
without our now dwelling thereon. Some 
in Practice having on this Occaſion not 
thought it beneath them, to borrow, fileh, 
or pretend to improve on this Notable Fe- 
male, tho to little purpoſe. Another, yet 
more noted in Practice, has again borrow'd 
this ſame pretended Improvement from the 
former, and in Print (fot the Benefit of 
Mankind) has made Publication to the 
World of the Great Feats this Medicine 
had done 0 himſelf; tho ſo ſtrange and 
aukwardly told, nay ſo very fallaciouſly, 
and conſcquently fo 2 obſerved, even ad- 
mirting him to have had a Stone, or Stones, 
as aſſerted, that I dare to anſwer, none 
knowing in the Profeſſion will reap any 
Knowledge thereby. This imaginary Im- 
provement, on Improvement, of the foreſaid 
Female Medicine, is ſo far from being ber- 
ter, that it is indeed the rougher, nay ſurc- 
ty the moſt violent, and probably the wor/? 
Part thereof. Neither can it reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to do more, than any Div 
2291 r equally 


. 

equally ſtrong will do. Yet with ſuch a No- 
velty, turned to a Noſtrum, and introduced 
by a Practitioner or two of Figure and Let- 
ters, What may not be done? more elpc- 
cially if 20 ill Accident in the interim 
ſhould happen on firſt ſetting our, being 
given to ſome remarkable Perſonage ; how 
greatly Mankind, I ſay, will be pleaſed here- 
with, wonderfully hugging themſelves with 
this /o-wel/-concerted admirable Conceit. 


But whilſt as yet I am on the Subject of 
wonder-working Medicines, as above-men- 
tioned, for ſuch particular Malady, ſo ex- 
traordinary an a/t-curing one, as Tar-water, 
ought not ſurely to be omitted, being ſo 
much uſed and in ſo very high Repute, not 
only in Lapland, in Ship-yards, as well 
as on board Ships, and particularly in all 
theſe our Highland Northern Climates. 
Tis true, that Tar is but a coarſer Sort of 
Turpentine, ſo commonly and very much 
uſed in medicinal Practice. I own how- 
ever, that on firſt hearing of Tar-water, I 
expected much more from it, than I have 
been able to obſerve it. to do, and have 
found it much more to diſagree with many 
Conſtitutions, than could well be imagin d. 
Yet, duly conſider'd, leſs could ſcarce be 
expected, when the infinite Variation in 
Conſtitutions from that great Diverſity of 
their Machines is duly attended to. In a 

E word, 


word, this, if uſed, as well as all other Me- 
dicines, ought to be under the immediate 


Direction of a knowing Phyſician when 79 


be had. And as to the great and good Ef- 


fects it may ſometimes happen to have, I 
will venture to affirm, that few, perhaps 
none, veſides myſelf, no more then that of 
the foregoing Medicine, (if allowable for 
me ſo to ſay) do know from what true 
Cauſe ſuch Benefit, or Cures in general, 
do in reality proceed; no not even the ſo 
very knowing Pontiſf himſelf, no more 
than the moſt foreſighted Ladies in all 
Lapland. Neither do they nor can I any 
way obſcrve the Propricty and the great 
Uſe hereof in the Variolæ, or Small-pox ; 
even though many have recovered who 
may have uſcd it, as infinite Numbers have 
alto done, who have not taken any thing, 
nay who may have even taken improper 
Things. Yet Novelty ever bears zhe bell, 
ſo for a-while, ſtill that is the grand A 


fair. 


But to wave this Subject, permit me to 
add a Hint on Fariolæ, or Small- Pox. 
The Arabians were the firſt, to whom 
this Malady appears to have been obſerved, 
and is well deſcribed by them. For my 
own part, I imagine, that the kindly Sort 
may juſtly be conſidered as a phlegmonic 


Tumour (more or leſs inward) with ry 
like 


(27) 
like uſual time, in arriving to its Maturity. 
Whereas the confluent or fluxed kind has 
more of the watery, the ædematous, the 
mixed, or of the Nature of both, and there⸗ 
fore ſlower, accordingly, and more uncer- 
tain in coming to Maturity; the encou- 
raging both one and the other, and the 
bringing them properly forward, ſeems to 
be the whole. So that preventing the 
Humour (by due means) from ſtriking 
inwards, be it by whatſoever Method 
taken (according to Judgment of the 
PraQtitioner) vatiable in proportion to the 
Patient, Time, Place, or other Circum- 
ſtances ; this, I judge, is all that is neceſ- 
fary to be advanced on the Subject. The 


various Schemes laid down of Bleeding, 


Purging, now hot, then cold Means, being 
in general extravagant and dangerons, 
is eaſy to be proved; and conſequently as 
before obſerved, is only to be treated as the 
immediatc Occaſi on demands. So that 
the /ong Diſcourſes, and Methods to be 
followed, do rather appear to be Logoma- 
chia meer Verboſity, than of any good, 
or real Uſe, only a more tedious Sort of 
Quack-Bills; nevertheleſs this ſtill pleaſes 
and amuſes. Men are wonderfully at- 
fected Witch great Pretence, the Bombaſt, 
the delicately choſe, the florid, the /off, 
and welk-couch'd Sounds 3 tho otherwitc 
there is little or no real uſeful Meaning 
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in the whole. But we muſt not here omit 0 
obſerving, that notable gimerac Opera- ud 
tion of  Inoculation, by the pompous Me- 
thod of Scarification, being fo the more rx 
valned, tho' in reality the very worſt; ſince -/ 
the ſimpler the Means be, by which it E 7 
is communicated, it is ever the beſt, 1 E 
and when any way adviſeable ig en ſo to D 
be done. Vet it ought, no doubt, judicionfly WW © 
to be conſidered, ſince ſome Subjects with li 
ill Habits, whether ſcrophulous or other- 2 
wiſe, are quite improper to have it at- WW 1 
tempted. = 

| C 

And now ſince it may be expected, I WW tc 
ſhould offer a word or two on the Subject PF. 
of Feuers in general, 1 will then venture WW C 
to ſay, that it 7s not perhaps once in three ne 
times, nay poſſibly not once in five, or w 
even ten times, that the true Cauſe of ſuch ev 
Malady 7s known or diſcovered (more WW fu 
particularly thoſe of the acute Kind) whe- ſel 
ther it be ſome inward Tumour on the ple 


Bowels, not diſcoverable and rending to fo 


Suppuration, otherwiſe an Inflammation of N no 
6 Parts, more or leſs gene ral, or ſuch like Ob- m 
f ſtruction, rere lies the Queſtion? So that you 
during this great Stateof Vncertainty, before V 


we can any way know what Dame Na- Fe. 
ture inclines (ſhe no way as yet pointing © wh 
out the means proper for Relief) muſt | fay 
we not then neceſlarily be playing ar _ con 

ans 
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Man c Buß with Life, when we arc 
. crotoding and loading ſuch Patient with ran- 
* aom-ſbot Medicines? Ought we not much 
rather fo wait and obſerve Nature? to 
attend, and particularly to notice her Dic- 
' Fates, and accordingly /6 to aff, when 
kindly tending to relieve the Patient. 
Now during this State of /o much Uncer- 
certainty, would it not be much more e- 
0 


ligible to remain unactive, to wait her 
Dictates, fo that they do plainly appear ; 
Thus Bleeding, Purging, or other Eva- 
cuation, ought to be uſed with the utmoſt 
Caution, ſince ſo frequently uncertain, as 
= to doing good or hurt. Ah! no, dear 
Friends, my venerable Ladies, worthy 


5 Countrymen, and noble Patrons, ſoit muſt 
ze not be, this droning, idle Way, it cannot, 

| will not do. Were we of the Profeſſion 

| even ſatisfied, and could we fiibſiſt with 
ſuch plain ways of proceeding, you your- 
ſelves. in ſhort are not, will not thus be 
pleaſed. You expect ſomewhat to ſhow 
for your Money, plain Dealing is not e- 
nough, great Stir and much buſy Buſtle 
muſt be made, as well as much given: But 
you ſay no, whilſt yet well, ſtill cool in 
your Senſes, and without your careful buſy 
Friends, or intereſted Attendants; but 
when with them and ill, it will not then 1 
ay, it cannot, uuſt not do, according 7o 
commun Cuſtom it is you are t live, and 
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(39 ) 
Hill as, before, you muſt go on; in fine, It 
Lk mourir en forme, ſays Moliere. 


: It way perhaps as yet be pardonable, 15 
1 fay. a word or two alſo on the Subject of 
Hoſpital Practitioners, ſo very highly re- 
vered and valued with Mankind: Vet it 
is ſufficiently well known, that three-fourths 
of the Cures perform'd in theſe Publick 
Places, are principally owing to the keep- 
ing ſuch Patients to an extreamly low and 
abſtemious Diet. A Method greatly diffe- 
rent from that of our common private Prac- 
tice amongſt the Rich, as well as the lower 
Part of Mankind, ſince they arc not to be 
confined to that "ſeri? Abſtemiouſneſs (in 
their own Houſes) as the aboye-mention'd. 


Neither do 1 obſerve theſe fame Practiti- 


oners much, or ſcarce at all to mind Diet 
in private Practice, yet this muſt be the 
Way, and theſe the happy Elef?, ſo greatly 


ſought after. 


There be two kinds of Phyſicians, one 
fort, who ſtudy, watch and Ariatly attend 
Dame Nature's Laws, ſill carefully wait- 
ing and obſerving, what it is ſhe principally 
inclines, or intends, and do accordingly 
firenuouſly endeavour 70 aſſiſt her, in all her 
proper Intentions, no way to overload, con- 
found, or to diſturb her in ſuch her laudable 


een. The ſecond Species of Practi- 
tioners 
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| (31) 
tioners are thoſe on the other hand, wha 
ſcarce allow themſelves to think any thing 
about Nature, or in the leaſt to attend or to 
conſult her: but on the contrary ſeem far 
more inclin'd za be before: hand with her, by 
aprecipttate Practice, ſeeming indeed there- 
by to be forward enough abſolutely % dic 
tate to her, and to bo her the way. 
Whereas the very Change of Weather, Ali. 
ment, &c. frequently inclines her quite 
contrary to our Intentions to work off 
ſuch, Humour or Malady by Stool, Urine, 
or Sweat. Thus then it is, that they do 
in reality but confound Nature, by various 
Means, or the Multitude of their Medi- 


cines, confuſedly jumbling, without Rime 


or Reaſon, all the Humours of the Body, 
now backwards, then forwards, fo tortur- 
ing and confounding the unhappy Patient 
to no good or real purpole, as to the Cure 
of his Malady. Yet ſo nevertheleſs it is 
that ſuch means fully anſwers the imme- 
diate Views of the Practitioner, where he 
much adheres to his private Intereſt. And 
notwithſtanding all his contrary Means, 
when by Time and Nature recovered, in 
[4,14 of all improper Phyſick aud Phy- 
7c14n, the Patient notwithſtanding all Fh 
Contrarieties, ſtill remains Highly ſatisfied, 
that he is at laſt 7hus happily recovered of 
this very dangerous, tedious and lingering 
{lineſ5. And ſoit is, that the — 
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(32) 
ſhall not only thus acquire conſiderable 
Cain, by Frequency of Fees, but ſhall at- 
tain to 'high Reputation alfo (much ſup- 
ported by all intereſted therein) whilſt 
the firſt Practitioner ſhall ſcarce gain ei. 
ther in ſuch like caſe, tho' far more ſuc- 
ceſsful, but will rather be negletFed, de. 
ſpiſed, and laughed at for his Folly. 


Let us now a little "conſider complicated 
Maladies, with Tumours, Ulcers, Fiſtu- 
la's, Inflammations, Rheumatiſms, Pleu- 
rifies, Dropſies, as well as cutaneous Diſ- 
eaſes, how ſtrangely theſe are bandied 
from Doctor to Surgeon, and from the 
latter (if he cannot alone ſecure the Patient) 
back again to the former is plain; unleſs 
the Phyſician by knowing a Sufficiency of 
Surgery, be able to take the whole Direc- 
tion, otherwiſe in what a miſerable State 
the unhappy Patient muſt thus be, will 


prove evident to moſt Men. Next, ſhould 


a Surgeon, ſince ſuch have moſt of the Ve- 


nereal Practice, tho more properly the 
Province of Phyſick, ſuddenly flop a Go- 
norrhæa, or Clap, and thus turn it into a 
Poæ, the Patient is ſtraight to be laid down 


and ſalivated : So for Shankers,all Puſtles, 
Eruptions, or Warts on the * Privy 
. * Neue, 


* So if Spitting a few Days be neceſſary, and carried on 
to many Weeks by „or not manageable by ſuch Prac- 
titioner, yet when got over it, the Patient rejoices he is fil 
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Parts, What kind ſoever, he is ſure to under- 
go the like Diſcipline, and it ſo turus 
Well to account; whilſt the Patient con- 
cludes himſelf to be well uſed, well clran- 
ſed, and conſequently is far better pleaſoa 
than had he been cured without: it. In 
ſhort, I have known a Phyſician of \high 
Renowm. (from want of due Knowledge in 
Surgery) order an Iſſue to be made in the 
Thigh of a Child, imagining it an Humour, 
but was found to be a Diflocation of the 
Thigh Bone on ee 


But ſhould you as yet bare ſupparated 


Piles, ſomewhat , foul or fefter d, this 


will be moſt | readily termd a Viſtula; 
and whether % good or bad Management, 
or by an 1d Habit of Body, not much con- 
ſidered, the Cure will not prove over-haſty 
( perhaps better let alone) yet when cured, 
you will be far better pleaſed, than had it 
been calld @ feſterd Vile, fo flight an 
Affair, and ſoon to be curcd ; becauſe 
you will in the foregoing manner con- 
ſider it to be of greater moment, a moſt 
excellent Cure, and thus remain highly 
ſatised with ſuch good Speed, and "chi 
Your fortunate Efegpe.r | 
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firſt; as a bad Operator, in having Wound. 
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ihe Patient tis likely will thus be far bet- 


I 


valuable Practitioners, call'd Oculiſts. 


: (4 34 I 

$6 o ſhould you i heb to be Wy in yer 
Arm, or elſewhere, being accompanied 
with an / Habit of Body, from which 
Inflammation, Tumour, &c. does ariſe in 
and about the Part pricked, the next Sur- 
geon adviſed will very readily blame the 


ed ſome Nerve, Tendon, or ' Aponeureſis. 
Thus goes he immediately to Work, -f0- 
menting, poultiting, and plaiſtering of the 
Part; n fine, making à redious Affair 
thereof ; when probably two or three well 
oy ted Cathartics might have done, zhe 

ole ariſing only from Humours. Vet 


ter pleaſed, in having been ſo very well 
taken care of; nay, perhaps to have ſaved 
a Limb, cries he, or even Life alſo. Se- 
veral uſeful Remarks likewiſe might be 
made on the healing up of Ulcers of the 
Zegs (when proper "ſo to be) frequently 
carried on for Years together, in endea- 
vouring a Cure; and laſtly often ſo heal d, 
as af. %, and occaſionally, to break out 
again. But let what is already ſaid f#ffce 

at preſent; being this too will pleaſe, and 
readily be judged of CLIVE, 708 6 


And now a word or two of theſe ery 


is ſufficiently obſervable to all, how highly 
they 


(35) 

they are valued for promiſing a great deal, 
though, at beſt, they in gencral do nothing, 
afiger indeed. Miſchief” ;, but are ſure to 
take their Money before-hand, at lcaſt one 
half thereof, full enough no doubt. far, the 
whole, were they ſomewhat ſucceſsful. Vet, 
if the Patient is willing to fancy himſelf a 
little better, altho' in reality other wiſe; 3.0r 
that the. faid Oculiſt bullies and perſuades 
him he ig ſo, Men being frequently will- 
ing to flatter them ſelves, are at laſt willing 
to believe ct to be /o : Upon which follows 
58 other half of the Money for the Cure. 


Thus, tho ſome few may make great 


Clamour, and ſtrongly complain of 2% U- 


2 yet 19 in 20 may not; ſome. from 
odeſty or Indolence, others grew better 
by * Nature. Diet, or the Sea- 
fon principally. And yet again, altho 20 
better, by {oily one of theſe Practitioners: 
Nay, the even <wworſe, nevertheleſs they 
will ſoon again run to another, of the like 
kind, in all likelihood, u as. bad. There 
is, twould ſeem, a ſort of lnfatuation, or 
rather.-a-/ kind of. Inchantment, 22 "fair 


Hords. and fine Promiſes... Tis thus our 


deluſoue Hene ana  droaping. Spirits are to be 
kept up; in ſa doing, ſa you, who knows 


What kind Nature may at laff do for you? 


19% 919d 10 0 Noam DIVE: 


— . * 
P * ® o þ 
N \ JY 0 1410 "EF _— | = POE 80 
* WV i ry n I.. # * oa EY » 5 # . 412 « 
, * — 2. 8 ” 4 


F I # 4 
* 214 70 4 14 


ſ 


_ . a 
— N 


is ache 


So! it e uch a wonble Praditioner, 
as can depreſs a Cataract with the Point of 
a Needle, is teadily judged to know a Suf- 
ficiehcy of the Nature of all Humours af- 
kecting the human Body, which occaſionally 
may flow ie affe "the Hye, and that he 
accordingly can treat them properly. Now 
whether he do repel or throwthem on ana- 
ther Part, as bad or worſe, is not mind- 
cd; for then it is, call the Phyſician. Thus 
the Eye is for the preſent a little relzeved, 
and the Patient remains fully - contented 
with the Oculiſt. So the Phyſician like- 
wiſe is greatly pleaſed, and perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied with the ſaid Bye- Ticbler, much com- 
mending him for a very able Perſon in 
that way; and therefore if the ' ſame Hu- 
mour ſhould again, ſoon or late, return to 
the Eye, he is preſently again ſent for. 
It is but too true indeed, that the gene- 
rality of Phyſicians are commonly very 
unknowing in the Ailments of this deli. 
cate Organ, and do much rather choeſe 
to recommend ſome ſuch called Oculiſts, 
of no proper Education, conſequently 
neither underſtanding that, nor ſo much as 
daring to pretend to the other neceſſary 
Knowledge relating to the human Body, or 
to meddle with other Maladies. And for 
that very notable Reaſon are ſo much the 
more approved, and made choice of by all 


fuch 
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(3790 
ſuch like Phyſicians ; rather than candidly 
to call in, or recommend any one elſe of 
the Profeſſion duly educated, and properly 
underſtanding that, as well as what elſe re- 
lates to the human Body, being they readily 
ſuſpect any ſuch knowing Practitioner might 
be apt to withdraw their Patient, or Family 
from them, whercas they are in no ſuch 
Aren. from the common Oculi 72 
I tight here alſo va remark” d, that he 

who performs the Operation of delivering 
a Woman in Labour of her Child, is com- 
monly imagined likewiſe to be the beſt 
qualified for · curing the Maladics incident 
to Women. So might he even as well be 
judged beſt to underſtand thoſe of Men; 
ſince Maladies in Women are for the 
moſt part occaſioned from Stoppage, or the 
undue flowing of their natural Purgations; 
ſo Men like wiſe have their natural Evacua ; 
tions, in ſome ſhape or other, and fre- 
quently have their regular Purgations from 
the Hemorroidals. Beſides —— fuch I ſay 
is the common Fancy, Mode, and Opinion 
of human Kind; yet he who has duly 
ſtudied one and t other may be on a Level 
witli athers of the Profeſſion, who have 
Pl to all. 
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After, mentioning particular Neftimans, 
and Practice in general, Lam ſtill inclinable 
* 1 to 


(38) 
to add a word, on the Subject of the Pe. 
 ruvian Bark, as well as that of Opium, fo 
very common in the preſent Practice. As 


to the great Uſe of the Bark in Mortifica- 


tions, that requires a more full Conſidera- 
tion than is here allowed. I will how- 
ever agree that both are undoubtedly 
molt excellent Drugs, when prudently 
uſed, but as ſo very ſtequently and 
commonly done, they appear to me, and 
do too generally prove to be as ſharp Dag- 
gers in Madmens hands. They ate Medi- 
cines I highly value, but rarely uſe, never 
if poſſible to do without; which in moſt, 


if not in all Maladies, is in general to be 


done. The Humour occaſtoning fuch Ail- 
ment, being properly evacuated, when fo 
done, it is the ſafeſt, and moſt to be relied 
on. Why, an Humour before this, ſhould 


be pent or lock d up by ſuch as either one 


or rother, is what Ido not conceive, where 
the Intention is good *. Yet the more im- 
mediate ſoothing or lulling Part, is what 
Patients in general ſeck, and incline to, 
not apprehenſive of future Inconveniencies, 
or Dangers. Thus ſuch ſpoken of Prac- 
titioners, willingly incline to pleaſe you, 


ſo you are in like manner pleaſed with 


* 9. Whether ſomewhat of the like Nature, might not be 
advanced on the Subjects of the warm, hot, ſtomachic, cor- 
dial Medicines, ſo much in common Uſe z as well as that 
of the warm vitriolic Tindtures. 

| them, 


„ (390 
them, the Malady is thus at beſt prolong 'd,. 
and all intereſted in your Lane are alſo 
pleaſed; and ſo it is you axe thus all pleaſed 
with one another. EA 
Now to come towards an End, my e/- 
teemable, much honoured and valuablę 
Auditory, may we not naturally conclude, 
that that which the more critical and /ift- 
ing Serutimeers, do in a ſower and chur- 
lin Manner call bad Practice in Phy- 
ſick, is beyond all peradventure the very 
beſt, the moſt eligible, and undoubtedly 
the moſt profitable; conſequently the moſt 
valuable. And as before obſerved, that. 
which every one likes, and all in general 
do conclude to be beſt, muſt ſurcly be true. 
May you then for ever be thus havpy, be 
bleſſed and proſper, by going on in your 
own old cuſtomary way. For were fa- 
vourable Dame Nature left alone, to ſhew 
her utmoſt Power, it might not poſſibly 
be an unreaſonable ee whether the 
very buſieſt of the Profeſſion would take one 
third of that they do; but happy it is, you 
ſo knowingly think otherwiſe. Pe joy ful 
then, be merry, and ſuffer us alſo of the 
Profeſſion to partake of the common oy; 
for if ever I Aly or fooliſhly adviſe, that 
there is nothing to be done (for another to 
be calld in) then Cen take and hang me 
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In a word, my venerable very much ad- 
mircd and beloved Ladies, worthy Pa- 


trons, good Friends, and Countrymen, 


grcat Care and much Study for Know- 
ledge, is meer Vanity of Vanities, a Wea- 
rineſs of the Fleſh and Vexation of Spirit. 
Why ſhould we then zarrow!ly examine and 
ſtrictly crutiniæè into the Reality of things, 
which commonly tends but to impoveriſſ, 
and render us puſillanimous. Let us then 
rather according toCuſtom and Faſhion live 
comfortably, e en reſolve for the future to 
go on, as Horſes to eat our Corn without 
thought ; for ever to be joyful and eaſy, to 
row alſo or ſwim with the Tide. 


And laſtly, my eſteemable and worthy 
Auditory, after all I have hitherto ſaid, 
now I come to a Concluſion, the Whole 
appears to me quite idle and vain. | 
am now ſenſiqle of my great Folly and 
Error in having ſaid thus much; ſince after 
all, we muſt very well know that /e 
World is not to be remodelled ; neither are 
Mankind to be remade, few to be adviſed ; 
proceed then as before: I might only mcan 
to amuſe myſelf with a rambling verboſe 
Diſcourſe.” What tho to me there appears 
but little in the true Knowledge 75 Phy- 
ſicł, and that the attaining to much Prac- 
tice therein (good or bad) ere 2 

| aily, 


| of Friends, may you ever be happy. _ 


(41) 
duity, Intereſt, Puſfing, Trumpeting and 
Recominendation, from what private or 
intereſted Cauſes that be, is not here material. 
Live on then in the old Way 3 let Thought 
be your leaſt Care. My dear and moſt af- 
fectionate Brethren, you will, I doubt not, 
be ready te pity and to lament my want 
of Capacity: My very kind, good, and beſt 


Adieu. 
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dough I ie decide 
From Aten in behalf of the 
ick, in relation to The E—— of 
_ O——d-sF Caſe, on which ſo. much has 
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1 Publick, in re 
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F Publiſhing a true and exact State of 
this L—d's Caſe, could be of any Uſe 

to Mankind (as probably it might) and that 
it was his L—-—p's earncſt Defirc, his ex- 
preſs Orders ſo to do, how comes it that 
we have not had it ſo perform'd ? Is it a 
Fault of the neareſt concerned, not to 
dec. this ill. of the Dead duly execu- 
ted? Or is it that alone of the kind Un- 
dertaker, to whom it was ſo very ſtrongly 
recommended, not faithfully to have exc- 
cuted the ſame? Otherwiſe, is it the 
Bookſcller, who has ſome Fault herein! 
A Second Edition, with a particular Pre- 
face to the Narrative, (to clear up Mat. 

- tary} taving been promiſed to the World 
by Advertiſemnt . Nay, was it as yet that 
there needed no Second Edition? docs the 
Fhy/ician in Tewn to him at Bath write 
Truth, zz Gehalf of himjelf and Partners? 

in laying, that, aſſerted in ſaid Narrative 
con- 


(430) 
doncerning them, 1s not true. Either it 


is, or it is not. Is then the Publicꝶ to be 


impoſed on, by not having this cleared up? 
or in not having a genuine and ſatisfactory 
Account thereof? Are the Engagements 
of any meddling Perſons of the Profeſlion, 
tho' of the firſt Rank, a ſufficient Argu- 
ment by their Endeavours to ſtifle Truth 
from public Sight, by promoting of private 
Views ? ls it not rather the Buſineſs of a 
Society to demand it for the Common 
Wceal, than endeavour to ſuppreſs it, -4s 
ſome imagine, Is Mankind thus then to 
1 and loſe the Advantage 
propoſed, as well as thoſe of the Profeſſion 
their Inſtruction? Is the Stationer alſo 
not to ſell his Paper, the Printer not have 


his Work, nor we Bookſellers our Profit? 
| Yet may not ſome other daring Hand be 


thus excited to do us and the Public Juſtice, 
in producing ſomewhat ſtill more ſtrong, 
than any yet given: and to examine 
more thoroughly into the Merits of the 


Cauſe? The Author of the Narrative has 
not ſurely forgot— 


* FULFILLING the Will of the Dead was 

* ever, even amongſt the moſt uncivilized 
Nations, eſteemed an indiſpenſable Ob- 
ligation, and a ſort of a ſacred Duty. 
And a Man, that could tranſgreſs in this 
* eſſential Point, was look d upon as capa- 
CU 2 * ble 


(144) 


5 ble of viotattag his 'Father's Alhes, and 
*"commicring the moſt execrable Enormi- 
ty. 75 d. Preface to the Narrative. The 
ſolemn Injunfion given (by the Dereut d) 

to the Narrator, recommended to him in 
the moſt affeckin Manner, by his ſaid 
Patron, to give 4 faithful Relation of all 
the Circumſtances . for the Profit, 


or Good of Mankind. 


2 entre nous, 1s it poſſible to obſerye, 
by the Writings of any Author, that he 
ſeems more Natel ſp on to 
write, from bis ſtrong Thir after FAME, 
than from any carneſt Deſire for the Pro- 
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